"We could not be more pleased that Dr. Weedn has agreed to lead our Department of Forensic Sciences," said Peg Barratt, dean of GW's Columbian College of Arts and Sciences. "He brings impeccable academic credentials and a broad range of experience to the position. I am confident that our degree programs within forensic sciences and the department's research capacity to develop the forensic science techniques of the future will remain among the best in the world under his guidance."
Dr. Weedn received his M.D. from Southwestern Medical School and a law degree from South Texas College of Law. He completed his pathology residency at Baylor College of Medicine and University of Texas Medical School and an anatomic pathology fellowship at the M.D. Anderson Hospital and Tumor Institute and a forensic pathology fellowship at the Office of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner (AFIP).
Dr. Weedn-who assisted with the development of molecular pathology standards for laboratories and continues to be involved in proficiency testing of DNA laboratories-is also the treasurer for the An accomplished forensic pathologist and forensic DNA testing pioneer, Victor Weedn, became our new Chair on July 1.
"The opportunity to be part of one of the oldest and strongest forensic science departments in the United States-and one that boasts a very significant alumni base-is very exciting," said Dr. Weedn, who most recently served as an assistant medical examiner at the Maryland Office of the Chief Medical Examiner in Baltimore, Md.
Dr. Weedn said he hopes to build on GW's existing forensic sciences programs, which have strong relationships with federal forensic laboratories and investigatory agencies, and increase research efforts and collaborations with the community. It is possible to take just the three courses in the Institute if you want to sample forensic science courses. This can be done at a substantial savings. You can stop here if you wish. But, these same three courses can be used as part of the five courses in the Certificate in Forensic Investigations. If the MS is on your mind, the five courses of the Certificate will transfer into the twelve course MS with a concentration in Crime Scene Investigations. The three courses in the Summer CSI Institute are one fourth of the MS degree.
But, it gets better. We have submitted proposals to convert three more on-campus courses into online courses: Questioned Document Examination and Advanced Fingerprint Comparisons. Professor Robinson will be creating a new online course, Digital Image Processing, to be offered for the first time during the summer of 2013. If our proposals are accepted, the conversions will be done in the Spring of 2013 and the courses will first be offered online in the Summer of 2013. Of course, we already have one Institute in the Summer of 2013, but during the next year, we intend to create a second online Institute to be unrolled in the Summer of 2014.
That would mean you could begin our MS with an online Summer Institute and end your MS with an online Summer Institute. Having to spend just two semesters in the Washington, DC area to receive our MS degree can save every student doing this a huge amount in living and travel cost .
Of course, for some, this may not seem attractive. We've heard it said more than once that, "I don't think I'm the kind who can learn in an online atmosphere." Well that is an endless debate, for some, these options are fantastic. For those not up for Institutes, an online course can also be valuable if two courses one needs are offered on the same day and in the same time frame. Now, one of the courses can be done online rather than having to wait until the one course is next offered.
As mentioned above, our online courses will also begin to be offered during our regular Spring and Fall semesters in 2013, enabling students in remote locations to take our courses without needing to relocate to Washington, DC immediately, or perhaps allowing them to leave the DC area earlier, for instance, for a job that was offered before thier last semester has begun.
One of the most important new aspects of our MS with a concentration in Crime Scene
Investigations is that it will be possible for you to get our degree with just half the 'regular' time spent on campus. That is because of our increased online courses.
Currently, we have five online courses: Crime Scene Investigations I (CSI I), Crime Scene Investigations II (CSI II), Forensic Photography, Medicolegal Death Investigations (MDI) and Biological Aspects of Forensic Science. These on-campus courses were all converted into online course formats with financial assistance from our Summer School, so originally, there were only offered in the summer. This Spring we are offering Forensic Photography and CSI I as both online and on -campus courses. In the Summer of 2013, all five will be offered online again, but three will be linked into a three course Institute. That needs to be explained.
The Summer CSI Institute will include CSI I, CSI II and Biological Aspects. If you sign up for all three courses as part of the Summer CSI Institute, you'll only pay tuition for two courses: that is a 33% tuition discount! Besides saving money, these three courses are also three of the five courses in our Certificate in Forensic Investigations. This Certificate was created for those who did not intend to continue on for the full MS degree. But, just in case you did want to continue for our MS, these three courses are also three of the twelve courses in the MS. And, the five courses required for the Certificate in Forensic Investigations are five 
Announcing The Bode Technology Fellowship
GW has partnered with Bode for a one to two year paid fellowship for an entering Forensic Molecular Biology student.
We hope that high quality students will choose to apply to our program for this opportunity. It also further establishes our ties to Bode. The project addresses one of the major time consuming procedures of forensic biology laboratories: the confirmatory identification of spermatozoa. The preliminary work that allowed generating sufficient data for a successful proposal was supported by Prof. Podini's startup package, and would not have been possible without the collaboration of Ms. Michelle Peck, MS (class of 2012), now employed as a Research DNA Technician at the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory. Her contribution was paramount for a strong and effective proposal.
In forensic biology laboratories, seminal fluid is presumptively identified using an alternate light source as an enhancement tool, followed by testing for Seminal Acid Phosphatase, an enzyme present in high concentration in semen. If positive, the next step in some laboratories is to test for Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA or p30) with commercially available immunochromatography kits. PSA has been identified at very low levels in other body fluids, thus a positive PSA result may not be considered confirmatory for seminal fluid by all practitioners.
The only indisputable confirmatory test for the presence of semen is the microscopic observation of spermatozoa. This can be extremely time-consuming, particularly in samples with low levels or no spermatozoa; analysts may spend hours searching a slide.
The physical demand of working on a microscope for hours at a time can cause analyst burnout and increases the possibility of sperm cells going unnoticed in low level samples. Automated sperm searcher systems decrease the time spent on a single sample; still these systems can only process samples one at a time. Finally, the cost of fluorescent microscopes and automated sperm searching technology is a large financial commitment for a laboratory.
Sexual assault samples are a large contribution to the backlog that many laboratories face. As technology improves for DNA identification, it is likely that the common time since intercourse restriction (generally 3 days) will be expanded for the collection of sexual assault evidence.
This will only further increase the number of samples that will need to be tested for seminal fluid. The time, cost, and limited automation capabilities of microscopic observation limit the reduction in backlog. Forensic laboratories would greatly benefit from the implementation of a faster, more cost effective, and amenable to automation method for the identification of spermatozoa. Proximity ligation real-time PCR (PLiRT-PCR) has the potential to be the technology that meets these requirements. PLiRT-PCR is a molecular assay that enables detection and quantitation of a target protein. It is a powerful and highly sensitive assay that combines the specificity of an immunological reaction with the sensitivity of real-time polymerase chain reaction, which is commonly used in crime labs.
The goal of this project is the development and optimization of a PLiRT-PCR assay targeting sperm specific proteins. Detection of these proteins will serve as a confirmatory test for the presence of spermatozoa and will allow faster and more efficient processing of sexual assault evidence.
If you are interested in staying up to date with what is going on with the FMB concentration, follow us on our facebook 'like' page: GWU Forensic molecular Biology.
At the beginning of the semester, students in The Forensic Sciences Department were asked to participate in a contest to design the Forensic Sciences Department's new tshirt and Challenge Coin. The winner of the design contest for both was Kasima Brown.
A challenge coin is a small coin or medallion bearing an organization's insignia or emblem and carried by the organization's members. Traditionally, they are given to prove membership when challenged and to enhance morale. In addition, they are also collected by service members. In practice, challenge coins are normally presented by unit commanders in recognition of special achievement by a member of the unit. They are also exchanged in recognition of visits to an organization.[1} 
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This tradition continued through the war and for many years after while surviving members of the squadron were still alive.
Today, military service members often trade these coins while deployed. In some cases, a coin can be earned meritoriously for a job well done. Regardless of how they are required, the history of the challenge coin remains a part of military tradition, and servicemen and servicewomen will continue to display them proudly for years to come.
Through the years the challenge coin tradition has spread to other military units, in all branches of service, and to non-military organizations, such as law enforcement and firefighters. Today, challenge coins are given to members upon joining an organization, as an award to improve morale, and sold to commemorate special occasions or as fundraisers. Reprinted from Secret Heroes History, cont.'
Roman Challenge Coin
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During Fall semester, our HTCI students had an opportunity to participate in a unique experience as part of their Project Management class. In partnership with the Museum of Crime and Punishment in Washington, D.C. , they presented a series of workshops on Cybersecurity and White Collar Crime. Topics included identity theft, mass marketing fraud, protection against child sexual offenders and internet safety for children and adults. The goal of the workshops was to increase cyberawareness within the community and demonstrate how everyone can play a part in increasing cybersecurity.
